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(b) As soon as practicable, RUS will
publish its notice of intent to prepare
an EIS (see 40 CFR 1508.22). The Bor-
rower shall publish, in a timely man-
ner, a notice similar to RUS’s notice. If
the proposal is one which normally re-
quires an EA with scoping (§ 1794.34),
the notice shall indicate that: (1) RUS
may prepare an EA before or without
necessarily preparing an EIS, and (2)
the decision whether or not to prepare
an EIS will be based on information re-
ceived from the Borrower, Federal,
state and local agencies, organizations
and the general public during the
scoping process, preparation of the En-
vironmental Analysis, and the review
period for a finding of no significant
impact (if originally issued).

(c) As part of the early project plan-
ning the Borrower should consult with
expert and interested Federal, state
and local agencies to inform them of
the proposed project, and to identify
permits and approvals which must be
obtained and administrative proce-
dures which must be followed.

(d) Before any scoping meetings are
held RUS shall require the Borrower to
submit two environmental documents:

(1) Alternative evaluation;
(2) Siting study (for electric genera-

tion or new mines) or Macro-Corridor
study (for electric transmission).

(e) The Borrower is encouraged to
hold additional public information
meetings in the general location of the
proposed project and any reasonable al-
ternatives when such borrower meet-
ings will make the scoping process
more meaningful. A written summary
of the comments made at such meet-
ings should be submitted to RUS as
soon as practicable after the meetings.

§ 1794.52 Scoping meeting.
(a) Both RUS and the Borrower shall

publish a notice of the public scoping
meeting which shall:

(1) Provide a brief description of the
nature and location of the Borrower’s
recommended alternative (if any) and
reasonable alternatives;

(2) State the intent to hold public
scoping meetings, giving the date,
time, location and purpose of these
meetings;

(3) State where copies of the scoping
documents are available for public re-

view, which shall include the Borrow-
er’s headquarters, RUS offices in Wash-
ington, and other locations as deter-
mined by RUS;

(4) Provide the name and address of
the person to whom questions and com-
ments should be sent;

(5) Set forth a thirty (30) day period
after the scoping meeting(s) to enter
comments into the meeting record.

(b) The RUS notice will be published
at least thirty (30) days prior to the
meeting(s). The Borrower’s notice shall
be published at least ten (10) days, but
not more than thirty (30) days prior to
the meeting(s).

(c) The scoping meeting(s) will nor-
mally be held in the vicinity of the
Borrower’s recommended alternative
and, where appropriate, the reasonable
alternatives or such other places as
RUS determines will best afford an op-
portunity for public involvement. Any
person, organization or government
body desiring to make a statement at
the meeting may make such statement
in writing or orally. A record will be
made of the scoping meeting.

(d) As soon as practicable after the
scoping meetings(s), RUS, as lead agen-
cy, shall determine the significant is-
sues to be analyzed in depth and iden-
tify and eliminate from detailed study
the issues which are not significant or
which have been covered by prior envi-
ronmental review. RUS will develop a
proposed scope for further environ-
mental study and review. A copy of
this proposed scope will be sent to co-
operating agencies and the Borrower,
which shall be given thirty (30) days to
comment on its adequacy and empha-
sis. After expiration of the thirty (30)
day period RUS will provide formal
guidance to the Borrower concerning
the scope of environmental study to be
performed and information to be gath-
ered.

§ 1794.53 Borrower’s environmental
analysis.

(a) After scoping procedures have
been completed, RUS shall require the
Borrower to develop and submit an En-
vironmental Analysis satisfactory in
form and substance to RUS. The Envi-
ronmental Analysis will be prepared
under the guidance of the RUS staff
and all information set forth therein
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